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FYT12014 JSCE Joint Workshop
The 1st Vietnam-Japan International Workshop for Sustainable Ocean Tourism Development
and Disaster-Environmental Risk Management

Vietnam is a long and narrow country with the shape of an “S” located on the eastern of the Indochinese
peninsula, bordering the Gulf of Tonkin, the East Sea and the Gulf of Thailand. The coastline is very long with
about 3,260 kilometers stretch, therefore the coastal zone plays the leading role in Vietnamese economics.
Besides traditional industries, Vietnamese government also emphasizes the developments for ocean tourism to
accommodate a large number of both domestic and international tourists. Given strong economy and a wealth
of tourism resources, it is expected that such developments will attract more tourists from all over the world

and further contribute in boosting the economy of Vietnam.

On the other hand, investments for tourism often bring about conflicts with many other issues such as disaster
risk problems or environmental problems. For instance, a massive sand extraction for tourism developments
near the coasts may cause severe coastal erosion in downstream coastal communities, and which will result in
the loss of many houses due to strong waves. Tourism developments will also create densely populated coastal
cities which should be vulnerable to coastal disasters such as storm surges due to typhoons or tsunamis due to
earthquakes. Ocean tourism developments needs to be harmonized with “Disaster Risk and Environmental

Management” to minimize coastal disaster risks and environmental impacts.

JSCE Ocean Development Committee in collaboration with Khanh Hoa Province and Ho Chi Minh City
University of Technology organized the international workshop “The 1st Vietnam-Japan International
Workshop for Sustainable Ocean Tourism Development and Disaster-Environmental Risk Management” at
Nha Trang in Vietnam in order to discuss these challenges, supported financially by the JSCE International
Scientific Exchange Fund. The present workshop aimed at providing an occasion for many people concerned
to discuss how such sustainable ocean development is important in order to achieve the long-term
continuation of tourism business in collaboration with local coastal communities. The workshop was
composed of several presentations made by Vietnamese and Japanese researchers/engineers separated in the

three sessions.

Because the workshop was held for the first time in this region, dealing with the subjects such as coastal
disaster, environment, and climate change issues, more than 100 government officers participated the
workshop. Many of them expressed their interest on the various information provided by the presenters as
they have also witnessed a number of environmental issues exacerbated by rapid economic development and
recent major coastal disasters in the neighboring countries. The seminar was also broadcasted by a national
television on the evening of that day, showing the glowing interest on the environmental issues among

Vietnamese people.



Japan has been contributing to economic development through the ODA infrastructure projects such as port
and airport in the last few decades. Although it could be too small to compare to these mega projects, we
expect that the present workshop can become a small step but important first step in initiating further
collaborations between two countries to achieve the sustainable ocean tourism development in consideration

of sound disaster-environmental management.

JSCE, Ocean Development Committee,
Chairman of the International Affairs Subcommittee

Hiroshi Takagi, Tokyo Institute of Technology



JSCE Workshop Program
Yasaka Hotel, Nha Trang City, Vietnam, January 13, 2015

13:00-13:15 Opening Remarks
Dr. Tran Thien Phuc, Vice Rector of Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology
Mr. Le Mong Diep, Director of Department of Natural Resources and Environment, Khanh Hoa

13:15-15:45 Lecture session on “Disasters, Climate Change, and Environmental Issues in Vietnam”
Dr. Nguyen Danh Thao, Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology
““Coastal disasters and sustainable development in Vietnam”
Dr. Hiroshi Takagi, Tokyo Institute of Technology
“Sound coastal management for sustainable tourism development in Nha Trang™
Dr. Esteban Miguel, The University of Tokyo
“Disaster Awareness and Preparedness along the Central Vietnamese Coastline”
Dr. Nguyen Trung Viet, Rector of Central Region College of Technology Economics and Water
Resources
“Beach morphological changes, case study in Nha Trang and Hoi An, Vietham”
Dr. Vu Thanh Ca, Director of Research Institute for the Management of Seas and Islands
“Research for legalizing marine environmental protection in the Law of Sea and Island Natural
Resources and Environment of Vietnam”
Mr. Le Mong Diep, Director of Department of Natural Resources and Environment, Khanh Hoa
“The challenges of climate change on the plan of sustainable development in Khanh Hoa Province™

15:45 — 16:00 Coffee Break

16:00 — 17:00 Japanese latest technologies
Introduction on “Soft Technologies Contributing to Sustainable Ocean Development”
Mr. Taketo Araki, Yachiyo Engineering
“The mechanism of storm surge and tsunami — these prediction technics and cases of
countermeasures in Japan”
Mr. Jun Iwamoto, Yachiyo Engineering

“Blue carbon and Coastal Ecosystem-based Disaster-Environmental Risk Management”

17:00 — 17:45 Panel Discussion

17:45 Closing Remarks
Dr. Tran Thien Phuc, Vice Rector of Ho Chi Minh City University of Technology



Presentation by Mr. Le Mong Diep, Director of Department of Natural Resources and
Environment, Khanh Hoa Province
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